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Dear colleagues, 
 
         15th September 2020 

 

The SARS-CoV-2 pandemic has dramatically changed the way in which Immunology care is delivered 

to UK patients with primary and secondary immunodeficiency. Early data from the UKPIN registry 

suggests that infection with SARS-CoV-2 poses a considerable risk to our patients from complicated 

and fatal disease.  

 

UKPIN, in collaboration with the charity Saving Lives (https://www.savinglivesuk.com/), the 

University of Birmingham and University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust, are 

commencing a national pilot programme which will enable Immunodeficiency patients to access 

home testing for SARS-CoV-2 RNA via self-sampled swabs. Home testing kits are ordered through 

the website TakeATestUK (https://takeatestuk.com/) and has been made possible by startup grants 

from Takaeda and CSL Behring. 

 

The purpose of this pilot service evaluation is two-fold: firstly, to make home testing readily available 

to a vulnerable shielding cohort. Secondly, to determine the feasibility of remote sampling.  

 

Below is a workflow of how this pilot programme will operate (Figure 1). Test packs will be sent for 

next day delivery from warehouse once requested from Take a Test UK. Results will be delivered 

within 24 hours of laboratory receiving swab. 

 

This is a small pilot study that we want to make available to all interested centres - 200 swabs have 

initially been made available to test patients. We hope that this programme will provide valuable 

insight into the feasibility, strengths and weakness of delivering remote testing to our patients. 

Further funding streams to continue this work are being explored. 

 

The system is ready to go live so test codes can now be requested. Positive results will be 

automatically centrally notified for Track and Trace purposes. Results will go straight to the patient 

via their mobile and they will be advised to seek guidance from their local clinical teams. If symptoms 

are persistent and suggestive of COVID-19 and there is a negative test, patients should discuss this 

and further testing options with their clinical team.  

 

 

https://www.savinglivesuk.com/
https://takeatestuk.com/
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We hope that this service may be useful to clinicians and their patients. If you have any questions 

about using or the delivery of this programme, please do not hesitate to contact us; 

alex.richter@nhs.net and sinisa.savic@nhs.net.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

                                                                                   

Professor Alex Richter    Associate Professor Sinisa Savic 

Consultant Immunologist                                             Consultant Immunologist and Chair of UKPIN                                                                                                           
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Figure 1: Workflow of home testing for SARS-CoV-2 
RNA for patients with immunodeficiency 
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