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COVID19, vaccine and PID shielding update 

At least two COVID19 vaccines (Pfizer/BioNtech and Moderna) have been shown to be highly effective in preventing infection, based on interim trial results. Additional vaccine trials including that of Oxford/AstraZeneka, are due to report soon and it is anticipated that these vaccines will also be effective. The Government has asked the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) to conduct a rapid assessment of these medicinal products for routine clinical use, and it is expected that the first vaccines will be licenced and ready for use within weeks. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Understandably, there have been a large number of patient enquires regarding the suitability of these vaccines for use in those with primary Immunodeficiencies (PID). In response, the medical advisory panel for PIDUK has produced a detailed response to frequently asked questions related to this topic (http://www.piduk.org/whatarepids/management/covid19vaccinesandpid). The members of the UKPIN steering committee support the efforts of the PIDUK and endorse the information related to COVID19 vaccine and PID which has been posted on the PIDUK website. 

Advice for children (under 18 years) with PID was recently changed to include patients with APECED (AIRE deficiency) in the extremely vulnerable group. This change was prompted by the recent publication in the Science which showed that autoantibodies against type-I interferons, which can be present in patients with APECED, are an additional risk factor for developing severe COVID19 infection.  We advise that this change in risk stratification should also extend to adult (>18 years) patients. 
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